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Executive  Summary
Over the past five years, school shootings have remained one of the most critical challenges 
facing K-12 institutions in the United States. With recent preliminary data from 2024 indicating a 
slight increase in incidents, the need for rapid communication, effective crisis management, 
and comprehensive mental health support has never been greater.

This white paper explores recent school safety trends—with up-to-date insights from 2024—
and illustrates how miSafety is ideally positioned to improve emergency response and support 
across educational communities.
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Introduction
"Ensuring safety means being prepared for whatever comes your way."

School shootings continue to cast a long shadow over American schools, creating an 
environment of fear and uncertainty among students, educators, and parents. Updated data 



from the Gun Violence Archive and Everytown Research reveal that even in 2024, the threat 
remains real, with early reports suggesting a 5% increase in incidents compared to 2023.

This white paper details the evolving landscape of school safety, emphasizing both 
technological solutions like miSafety.
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Background
Data and Trends

Incident Frequency:
Over the last five years, school shootings have fluctuated, but early 2024 data indicate a 
modest increase in reported incidents compared to the previous year. The Gun Violence 
Archive’s 2024 update shows that, despite improvements in school security, the overall 
threat level remains significant.
Emotional and Psychological Impact:
Everytown Research’s latest 2024 findings underscore the persistent mental health 
challenges that follow such traumatic events. These include heightened anxiety, post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and community distress.
Response Shortcomings:
Traditional communication methods used in schools—such as PA announcements, emails, 
or manual phone calls—often rely on outdated, fragmented systems that have proven 
insufficient during emergencies. Delays in transmitting critical information among staff, 
students, and parents can lead to confusion, slow responses, and ultimately compromise 
the safety of the entire school community.

Recent 2024 Developments

Increased Awareness:
In recent years, policymakers and educational leaders have intensified their focus on 
school safety, spurred by the latest incident data.
Policy Shifts:
New guidelines and emergency protocols are being piloted in several districts to better 
respond to active shooter events.
Community Response:
Enhanced community awareness and calls for technological interventions have set the 
stage for innovative solutions that integrate real-time communication with mental health 
support.



By the Numbers: Impact on American Children

4.6 Million
4.6 million children in the United 
States live in homes with at least 

one gun that is unlocked and 
loaded.

36%
Over the past decade, the firearm suicide 

rate among children and teens has 

increased by 36 percent.

3 Million
Approximately three million American 
children witness gun violence every 

year.

Source: everytownresearch.org

These statistics reinforce the critical need for comprehensive safety measures and support 
systems like miSafety, which not only enhance immediate response capabilities but also 
contribute to long-term community resilience.
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Addressing the Challenge
Real-Time Emergency Alerts

miSafety employs advanced, secure communication protocols to send immediate alerts during 
a crisis. In a school shooting scenario, milliseconds can make the difference between order 
and chaos. The app’s rapid alert system ensures that students, staff, and parents receive 
critical information immediately, allowing for prompt evacuations or lockdowns.

Anonymous Incident Reporting

The application features an anonymous reporting mechanism, enabling students to discreetly 
flag potential threats or suspicious activities. This early-warning system can lead to 
preventative measures before an incident escalates, potentially reducing harm.

Seamless Communication with Emergency Services

During an active shooter event, miSafety ensures that critical information is relayed swiftly and 
accurately, enhancing the overall effectiveness of the situtation.

Policy Recommendations and Evidence-Based Interventions

While miSafety is a vital technological solution for rapid response during school emergencies, a 
comprehensive approach to reducing gun violence in schools also requires systemic policy 
and evidence-based interventions.



Sensible Gun Laws and Secure Storage
Extreme Risk (Red Flag) Laws:
Empower family members and law enforcement to act on warning signs of potential 
violence, temporarily preventing access to firearms when individuals pose a risk.
Secure Gun Storage Laws:
Parents should follow safe storage practices and child-access prevention to ensure that 
firearms are not easily accessible to kids

“The more guns that are coming into the equation, the more volatility and the more risk 
there is of somebody getting hurt.”
– J. Thomas Manger, President of the Major Cities Chiefs Association

School-Based Crisis Intervention and Mental Health Support

AI-Powered Crisis Intervention:
Integrate CognitiveCompass to proactively assess student mental health and trigger timely 
interventions.
Use MindAlly to offer immediate, empathetic support through continuous, context-aware 
conversations.
Optimized Mental Health Staffing:
Leverage data from CognitiveCompass and MindAlly to inform resource allocation, 
ensuring mental health professionals are available when needed.
Enhanced Parental and Community Education:
Utilize insights from AI assessments and chatbot interactions to educate families on early 
warning signs, secure gun storage, and effective crisis management strategies.

These recommendations, proposed by organizations such as Everytown, the American 
Federation of Teachers, and the National Education Association, underline a holistic approach 
that combines legislative action with school-level interventions to prevent gun violence and 
enhance safety.
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miSafety is built on a robust, cloud-based infrastructure that guarantees high reliability and 
scalability even during peak crisis periods. The app complies with federal privacy standards 
such as COPPA and FERPA, ensuring that sensitive student data is protected at all times. 
Recent updates in 2024 have further optimized its performance and integration capabilities, 
reinforcing its role as a key tool in school safety.
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